Salem Church and Cemetery 

By Steve Rockey  

(November, 2005)
The Salem Church and cemetery, with its bucolic setting in rural Bloom Township, Ohio presents a modest difference of opinion as to who donated the land for the church and the cemetery.   
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· The current Methodist church on the site, on its website, mentions that, “the earliest history of the Salem United Methodist Church begins in 1795 to 1803 when Andrew Flick, owner of the property at the time, recognized the need for a place of worship and a cemetery facility. He set aside approximately three-fourths of an acre for those purposes.”  The church site later states that John Smaltz later formally conveyed the land.

· Charles Goslin, in “Crossroads and Fence Corners” writes:  “Some say the land for this early church was given by John Rockey and his wife Elizabeth. John Rockey did acquire a quarter section of land in this section 10 from the government in December, 1812.”

· John C. Hamler, writes to the Genealogy in Bloom Township, Fairfield, Ohio website (http://www.foorgenealogy.com/gene.html) that his grandmother Mary M Thrash wrote in 1974: "…it also included the land where Salem Church (and Cemetery) now stands; as it was the Smaltz family, who donated the land for the Church to be built.”

· The Bloom township site (http://www.bloomtwp.org/history1.htm) comments that, “The Salem School, known as No. 10 stands near the Salem United Methodist Church and received it name because of the nearness of this church. Where this school stands was once the Zaayer land.

Not one of the world’s serious mysteries but one I would like to take a crack at solving.

To understand some of the later confusion, probably need to start with the land acquisition history for central Ohio.   Parts of Ohio were set up for settling by the newly formed US Congress.  The land east of the Scioto River was Congressional lands under the Ohio River survey.  As such, six by six mile townships were set up and surveyed.   Each township was broken up into one mile square sections each being 640 acres. Under this, Bloom Township was township 14, the Salem church sits in southwest quadrant of section 10.  All of Fairfield was originally set up for sale by the Scioto Company.   This is where the problem begins in that the Scioto Company was ripe with fraud and went bankrupt.  

When the land was ultimately cleared for sale, originally the minimum purchase was for individual sections of 640 acres.  However, most people moving to the area could not afford the cost so by 1803 Congress amended the requirements and allowed for the purchase of quarter sections of 160 acres.  The conditions for sale in 1804 were: $2.00 per acre; one-quarter cash down, remainder to be paid in three annual installments.  

The first person to purchase a quarter section was referred to as the Entryman and records were kept.   However, even if an Entryman made the first payments then failed to make subsequent payments, various options could occur.  They could forfeit, they could sell, or they could stay on the property as tenants and attempt to buy the property back at auction.  Auction went to the highest bidder and could take years to occur. 
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The Entryman records still exist for Bloom Township (Section Maps with Entryman on Lands in Fairfield Co, Ohio; Richard L. Kocher, V.1; Gen 977.1 K76).  As shown, section 10 was sub-divided into four 160 acre parcels.  

By 1816, ownership of section 10 had changed. Tax records (available for viewing at: http://www.millerfamilyhistory.com/Fairfield%20Records/index.htm) show four listing of land owners for Township 14, section 10.

Owner

Previous Owner
Acres
     Jacob Alsbaugh
Jacob Alsbaugh
160

     ? Boyer

Henry Zancik

160

      Andrew Flick
Andrew Flick

160

      John Rockey
Henry York

160


Therefore by 1816 the original owners of the Northeast and Southwest sections were still there and the other two sections had been resold with John Rockey owning the Southeast section. 
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By 1875, the section 10 ownership had further changed.  A map of landowners for the section from 1875 is also available (purchased from Gleason’s Old Maps).   The Salem Church is in the Southwest parcel, the one that was owned by Andrew Fleck (or Flick) in 1812 and Wm Zaayer in 1875.   Also in 1875, Isaac Hummell owned a thin strip of the Southwest Section and H. Hempleman owned 38 acres and L, Thrush owned 25 acres.

Information from “The Rockey Family” genealogy (compiled by Aubrey O. Bradley, 1964) states that John Rockey and his brother Daniel Rockey moved from Pennsylvania to Ohio some time after 1810.  John sold land in PA in April 1810.  John was married to Elizabeth Snyder. She died in 1822 and is buried in the Salem Church Cemetery.  John married Hannah Seeds.  Daniel was married to Catherine Broderstone and she died in 1819.  He married Elizabeth Smaltz in 1819.  John died in 1824 and Daniel died in 1852.  John, Daniel, and Elizabeth Smaltz are all buried in the Salem Church Cemetery.

Finally, John Rockey’s probated will has Abraham Benson as guardians of his minor children and part of his land sold to Isaac Hummel.  This matches the 1875 map where Hummell’s and Benson’s own portions of the original Southeast section. 

The cemetery itself also gives some clues.  The three oldest dates of death still clearly visible in the cemetery are:

· John Smaltz, age 12, died 1817

· Elizabeth Rockey, 1822 

· John Rockey, 1824

The final facts come from the recollections of Mary M. Thrash as told to her grandson John C. Hamler.  John provides information to the Bloom township website site, in the genealogy section.  He quotes from a document from his grandmother:  

"In 1807, Andrew Flick of Fairfield County, bought a quarter section of land from the Government at a land office sale held in Chillicothe, Ohio, which was the Capital of Ohio at the time (believed to be 640 acres)." 

My grandmother explained that this 640 acres, encompassed what was known for many generations as the "Thrash Family Farm". It also included the land where Salem Church (and Cemetery) now stands; as it was the SMALTZ family, who donated the land for the Church to be built. 

Concerning John Smaltz - she wrote: 

"John Smaltz was a tenant farmer and lay pastor. He worked for his in-laws, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Flick. He also cared for them for the last 15 years of their lives. The court awarded him $830 for this; and in 1833, he bought the land for $1696.41. According to Mr Flick's will, the land was to be sold to the highest bidder, and John Smaltz had the highest bid. Later, the land was divided by map among John Smaltz's 9 children upon his death by the court" ….

Of Salem Church my grandmother writes: 

"It has been said that the first church was built of logs and weatherboard, as a partly framed building. This was built in the early 1830's. It was served by Mr John Smaltz, as a lay pastor for several years. The congregation then joined with the United Brethren Denomination, and became part of the Canal Winchester Circuit. Fire destroyed the Church in 1860. Then in 1863, the brick structure was built. It is said that everybody helped to build it. The men laid the bricks, and the women helped by carrying the bricks in their aprons. (Melinda had 8 brothers and sisters, and many people in the neighborhood are descendants; including the Alspachs and Hummels.) After the church was built in 1863, the deed was recorded in the courthouse in 1864." 

My grandmother went on to say that there were fights in the courts over the 640 acres Andrew Flick originally bought; and was divided by the courts to his descendants. Evidently this battle over the land went on for many years. Finally, the family settled their disputes over the land, and then renamed the Church "Salem", which supposedly was to mean "Peace". 

Again this information was provided to me by my grandmother Mary M Thrash, in a handwritten document written in 1974. She died two years later, in 1976, and was one of the very last to be buried at Salem Church, when she was laid beside her husband John Albert Thrash, who had died four years earlier, in 1972. Their burial plots are in the very first row, and as I understand it, Salem Cemetery is now full. 

Clearly, the current church and the cemetery are NOT on land ever owned by John Rockey, so he couldn’t have donated the land. Next, Andrew Flick appears to not be buried there (assuming early records aren’t wrong, or the grave marker hasn’t disappeared) which is incongruous if he donated the land.   The earliest burials are from the Smaltz and Rockey families.  Daniel Rockey’s first wife Catherine, who died in 1819, doesn’t appear in the cemetery (again assuming the grave marker isn’t lost) yet both Elizabeth and John Rockey, who died in 1822 and 1824 respectively, are buried there.  This helps fix the date for the cemetery becoming a communal plot. 

So the best explanation is that while the land may have belonged originally to Andrew Flick, clearly the use of the land as a church and cemetery were driven by John Smaltz.  Mary Thrash’s recollections appear the match historical data the best.  There was likely a church building, or a home used as a church on the land by 1820.  John Smaltz did own the land after Andrew Flick and then did set aside the land for the church by the 1840’s. 
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